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COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

September 6 2022 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:34 PM by Councilman-at-Large Damico followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
    
 Present: Councilwoman Luczkowiak, Councilmen Bamonto and Stoyle, Councilwoman 
Nichols and Councilman-at-Large Damico.  
 

Also, present: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Treasurer Woods, City Clerk, 
Director of Public Works Woodbury, Deputy Director of Public Works Przybycien, Fiscal Affairs 
Officer Beach, Building and Zoning Inspector Christner, Personnel Administrator Heyden, 
Director of Development DeJoy, Fire Chief Edwards and Police Chief Ortolano.    

 
Certification of the Tuesday, August 16, 2022 Regular Common Council Meeting was 

read by City Clerk Ramos. 
  
RESOLVED:  That the reading of the Tuesday, August 16, 2022 Regular Common 

Council Meeting be dispensed with. 
 
Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to dispense with the minutes. Seconded by 

Councilman Stoyle. 
 
 Carried, all voting aye.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

  
 Jim Walace of 76 North Ocelot Street advised he was present to talk about the 

greenspace between Serval and Ocelot Streets which is being considered to be paved. “We’ve 
talked to residents and out of town people about that area and found that there were prominent 
feelings that most people wanted to keep that area green. They didn’t want to see pavement there. 
There was some concern about if you have a lot of parking there and people are going to the 
Beach House or going to the beach, they’ve got to cross a road to get to those areas and it’s 
probably not safe. But the problem feeling was the green area should stay. Maybe we enhance it 
with tables or something else, but keep it green. Most people, almost everybody was glad to have 
an ongoing business there. I think its consideration that we should think about an alternative 
parking area that people don’t have to cross the street. And just looking at Goggle Maps, there is 
probably four sound areas there that we could pave if it needs to be paved and provide non-street 
crossing access. That’s it. We have a petition that you may have seen and a number of other 
comments that went along with the petition.” 

 
*******Note: During Council Workshop the Councilmembers were given copies of the Lakefront 
Boulevard Greenspace Petition that residents and neighbors of the Wright Park area submitted 
regarding additional parking needed along Lakefront Boulevard, proposed options for creating 
additional parking instead of creating a paved parking lot between Serval Street and Ocelot Street  
and request that the city not rush into paving the green space between Serval Street and Ocelot Street 
but instead take time to study the proposed solutions.  

 
*******Petition was received and filed. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR INCLUDING DISAPPROVAL MESSAGES: 
 

City Clerk Ramos read a WALK-ON Communication from Bill Bamonto to Mayor Rosas 
and Councilman Bamonto for their support and volunteer efforts for the Annual Dunkirk High 
School, Cardinal Mindzenty High School and Fredonia High School Alumni Golf Tournament. The 
letter included a donation of $1,500 from the Alumni Golf Tournament to the city run Summer Camp 
Better than Others Youth Program. Chairman of the event for thirteen years, Bill Bamonto advised 
he is stepping down as chair of the event but hopes the tournament to continue to be successful under 
new leadership, advised the next tournament is set for August 4, 2023 and wish Mayor Rosas 
continued success as mayor.  

 
Councilman Bamonto thanked his brother Bill Bamonto and volunteers for putting on this 

tournament for the thirteen years and advised money raised helps the city sponsor a certain number 
of children whose families normally cannot afford to pay for summer camp. 

 
Communication Received and Filed.  

 
Mayor Rosas advised there was an article in the Buffalo News about the nice job our city did  

with the National Walleye Championships that took place here recently, acknowledged the 
collaborative efforts of the city departments working together, “The City Shined.”, the departments 
have been working together to host these type of events, “It showed that the city was capable…” of 
hosting these type of events. 

 
Councilman Stoyle advised he went down to the lakefront during the tournament, some 

anglers suggested the docks could be a little sturdier and a little higher.  However, all the other 
comments were compliments and how nice Dunkirk city people are. “It was a good show.” 

 
Councilman Damico advised he heard repeatedly how gracious the city was and 

congratulated Mayor Rosas with “…you and your team pulled it off. Heck of a nice job.” 
 

 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND PETITIONS:  

 
 1.Request from Professor Christina Jarvis of SUNY Fredonia to have a beach cleanup Point 

Gratiot on Saturday, September 17, 2022 from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM as part of the Adopt-a-Beach 
program.   

 
Councilman-at-Large Damico advised a motion was needed to refer to the appropriate 

departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions.  
 
Councilwoman Nichols so moved. Seconded by Councilman Stoyle 
 
Carried, all voting aye. 

 
2. Request from the Chautauqua Blind Association, Inc. to hold a White Cane Safety 

Awareness Walk on Saturday, October 15, 2022 from 11:00 AM to 11:30 AM, to start at the Clarion 
Hotel to Memorial Park.  
 

Councilman-at-Large Damico advised a motion was needed to refer to the appropriate 
departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions.  
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Councilman Bamonto so moved. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 
 
Carried, all voting aye. 
 
3. Notice of Claim from Thomas Slawatycki from Elma, Ny for alleged damages to his 

Ranger Trailer axel and tire on August 5, 2022 at the Dunkirk Boat Ramp. 
 
Councilman Stoyle inquired if not the marina operator Mr. Pringle is responsible for the boat 

ramp.   
City Attorney Morrisroe advised Mr. Pringles operates it as the licensee, but it is city owned 

property. The city owns the launch pad.  
 
Mayor Rosas advised we are working with the operator, we may have some different news 

coming soon, the language of the contract does not protect the city as it should, these are things we 
are going to be addressing very soon. 
 

Councilman-at-Large Damico advised a motion was needed to refer to the Law Department 
and DPW. 
 

Councilwoman Nichols so moved. Seconded by Councilman Stoyle. 
 
Carried, all voting aye. 

 
4. Prior Written Notice from Phillip D Van Vlack of 116 South Warsaw Street on a damaged 

causing tree in front of his yard with dead limbs on it.  
 
Councilwoman Nichols inquired if this Prior Witten Notice and the next communication are 

the same tree. 
 
Councilman-at-Large Damico advised it is. Both parties submitted separate letters. 
 
Councilman-at-Large Damico advised a motion was needed to refer to the Law Department 

and DPW.   
 
Councilwoman Luczkowiak so moved. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols seconded. 
 
Carried, all voting aye. 
 
5. Prior Written Notice from Dawn Berlin of 116 South Warsaw Street on a tree near her 

yard that has been causing trouble for several years with falling branches. 
 

Councilman-at-Large Damico advised a motion was needed to refer to the Law Department 
and DPW. 

 
Councilman Stoyle so moved. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 
 
Carried, all voting aye.  

 
6. Loudspeaker Permit request from the Dunkirk Falcon Club for use of speakers and 

amplifier from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM during a tailgate party on September 11, 2022. 
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Councilman-at-Large Damico advised a motion was needed to refer to the appropriate 

departments as well as approve subject to insurances and usual conditions. 
 
Councilman Stoyle so moved. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 

 
Carried, all voting aye. 
 
7. WALK-ON Request from Chautauqua Opportunities for permission to place a donation 

box at City Hall to collect items needed for their Safe House and Transitional Independent Living 
Program during a supply drive.  

 
Councilwoman Nichols advised she would like to see the supplies collected in City Hall stay 

in the city for the youth in this area.  
 

Councilman-at-Large Damico a motion was needed to approve this request.  
 

Councilwoman Luczkowiak so moved. Seconded by Councilman Bamonto. 
 
Carried, all voting aye. 
 
8. WALK-ON Request from the Dunkirk City School District for police overtime detail for 

the District Alternative Education Program taking place Monday through Thursdays from 3:00 PM 
to 7:00 PM starting September 12, 2022 throughout the school year except for holidays and school 
closings. 

 
Chief Ortolano advised during workshop that the Police Department may not have staff that 

sign up for overtime on some days.  
 
Councilman-at-Large Damico advised a motion was needed to refer to the PBA. 

    
Councilwoman Nichols so moved. Seconded by Councilman Bamonto. 
 
Carried, all voting aye. 
 
9. WALK-ON Request from Variety the Children’s Charity of Buffalo and Western New 

York for Police and Fire personnel throughout the day during their Demolition Derby fund raiser on 
September 24, 2022 at the Chautauqua County Fairgrounds. 

 
Councilman Stoyle advised both Police Chief Ortolano and Fire Chief Edwards will be 

making calls to the charity to clarify what the group is looking for, the time slots in which they are 
looking for city personnel there is a possibility that the Police and Fire Departments may not have the 
personnel to staff the whole day.  

 
Councilman-at-Large Damico advised a motion was needed to refer to the appropriate 

departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions along with any 
stipulations from Police Chief Ortolano and Fire Chief Edwards.   
    

Councilman Bamonto so moved. Seconded by Councilwoman Luczkowiak. 
 
Carried, all voting aye. 
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  
 

Councilwoman Luczkowiak advised she wanted to address the residents that came here 
today and spoke about the Petition they submitted for protecting the greenspace area between 
Serval Street and Ocelot Street, additional parking is needed near Wright Park but “safety is of 
the utmost importance” regarding this issue, the neighbors of that area and others would like the 
city not to rush into this effort and instead explore some options and “…have some thoughtful 
planning.” Councilwoman Luczkowiak advised she was looking into rescinding or amending 
recent Resolution 69-2022 regarding the parking lot and inquired from DPW Director Woodbury 
if he had some updates regarding this issue. Councilwoman Luczkowiak also thanked SUNY 
Fredonia Professor Jarvis and students for their efforts in the upcoming beach clean up of Point 
Gratiot, thanked Bill Bamonto for the generous donation to the city’s summer camp from the 
Alumni Golf Tournament, reminded residents they can call their council representative or DPW 
with reports of dangerous tree branches, announced there will be an Economic Committee 
Meeting on September 12 at 4:00 PM and lastly inquired from Director of Development DeJoy if 
the medians being built along Lake Shore Drive have been successful projects in other cities.  
 

DPW Director Woodbury thanked the residents from the Serval Street/Ocelot Street 
neighborhood for coming in tonight and for having met him down there, advised Mayor Rosas 
has tasked him with making sure there was careful planning regarding the  additional parking, 
DPW is working with the Public Safety Committee to address how crowed it’s gotten along 
Lakeshore Boulevard and to take extra consideration to the safety of the children running around 
in that area. 

 
City Attorney Morrisroe confirmed for Councilwoman Luczkowiak that there is no need 

to rush into creating the additional parking space right now, advised asphalt season is ending soon 
and as we don’t have an approved plan yet in place it will probably be the Spring of 2023 at the 
earliest when this parking lot would get done, there will be internal discussions to try to reach 
consensus and then it will probably go to a public hearing before a plan is finally approved. 

 
Director of Development DeJoy advised the Complete Street Project is on schedule to be 

completed in October, this type of project has been done across the state and has been successful 
in calming traffic, increasing pedestrian and bicyclist safety, bringing businesses into the areas 
and for Dunkirk it will connect the Waterfront to Central Avenue.   
 

Councilman Bamonto thanked the Mayor, staff and all involved with the fishing 
tournament, having ESPN here was good exposure for the city, requested an update from the 
Building & Zoning Department on the burm on Third Street and the houses with tall grass 
discussed couple weeks ago because they need mowing again, advised while watching the 
weather report on the news this morning he saw Olean was in the background and saw what 
looked like a similar Complete Streets Project to Dunkirk and inquired from Director of 
Development DeJoy if Olean was a Complete Streets Project recipient, and lastly thanked Mr. 
Walace and his neighbors for speaking at tonight’s meeting. “…as common sense indicates, we 
need new parking at the Lakeshore Boulevard-Wright Park area that will pass code and 
zoning…” 

 
Building & Zoning Inspector Christner advised his department drives through each Ward 

every day and then notices are sent out. 
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Director of Development DeJoy advised Olean did receive a grant in 2015, they installed 

round-abouts in the middle of their downtown, you can’t argue with the results, their downtown 
has been transformed, they have vibrancy, activity, big projects, more residential and more retail. 
It’s worked for them and is an example of what this type of project could do for Dunkirk. 

 
Councilman Stoyle thanked the Building & Zoning Department for taking care of a very 

touchy situation on Washington Avenue and advised they did a wonderful job.  
 
Councilwoman Nichols inquired from Deputy DPW Director Przybycien when the cap 

on the wall along Lakeshore Boulevard would be installed, advised we have during this month the 
last scheduled curbside brush collection for the season, leaf collection will follow as time and 
nature merits, the Lucas Avenue site is open for personal drop-off Monday through Friday 9:00 
AM to 12:00 PM and Saturday’s until 5:00 PM for Dunkirk residents only, advised the 
contractors should consider lowering the speed limit along the Lake Shore Drive construction 
area for the sake of construction worker safety because some car drivers have no consideration 
for safety there, and lastly advised Bill and Donna Bamoto have done a great job chairing the 
Alumni Golf Tournament for years and hopes the next person who takes over the tournament 
does as good a job.     

 
Deputy DPW Director advised we have contacted the contractor of the Lakefront 

Boulevard wall, it’s a minor repair, it’s cosmetic in nature, the wall is still functional, it will get 
fixed.  

 
Councilman Bamoto advised his brother will still be volunteering at the Alumni Golf 

Tournament and several people have approached Bill about volunteering to take over the event. 
 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

None.   
 
 
 PRE-FILED RESOLUTIONS: 
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Director of Development DeJoy advised this resolution is one of the requirements for a grant 
that we are receiving from the NYS Energy Research Development Authority for $125,000, part of 
that grant will be to initiate a code compliance permitting platform technology that we are currenting 
paying for, this will give us a couple years of grant money to implement a new platform that will be 
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far more user friendly for our code enforcement officers and for the public to initiate complaints or 
requests permits for various projects. This component is for third party planned review and 
inspections to address new energy codes, this grant will help us hire certified plan reviewers that are 
certified by the state, we can also utilize these plan reviewers in other areas like electrical or 
plumbing, this will help the city with our capacity for plan review for new projects in the city. 

 
Carried, all voting aye. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
None. 
 

     
ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Councilwoman Nichols moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Bamonto. 
  

Carried, all voting aye. 
 
 
Adjourned at 6:13 PM                                                          Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk                   


